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Prodeffe quam Confpici. 


[! often happens, that extirpating the Love 
of Glory, which is obferved to take the 
deepeft Root in noble Minds, tears up feveral 
Virtues with it; and that fuppreffing the Defire 
of Fame, is apt to reduce Men to a State of 
Indolence and Supinenefs. But when, with- 
out any Incentive of Vanity, a Perfon of great 
Abilities is zealous for the Good of Mankind ; 
and as folicitous for the Concealment, as the 
Performance of illuftrious A@tions; we may be 
fure that he has fomething more than ordinary 
in his Compofition, and has a Heart filled with 
Goodnefs and Magnanimity. 

There is not perhaps, in all Hiftory, a greater 
liftance of this Temper of Mind, than what ap- 
peared in that excellent Perfon, whofe Motto 
I have placed at the Head of this Paper. He 
had worn himfelf out in his Application to fuch 
Studies as made him ufeful or ornamental to 
the World, in concerting Schemes for the Wel- 
fare of his Countrey, and in profecuting fuch 
Meafures as were neceflary for making thofe 
Schemes effe€tual: But all this was done with 
a View to the Publick Good that fhould rife 
out of thefe generous Endeavours, and not to 
the Fame which fhoutd accrue to himfelf. Let 
the Reputation of the A Gtion fall where it would ; 
fo his Countrey- reaped the Benefit of it, he was 
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fatisfied. As this Turn of Mind threw off ing 
great Meature the Oppofitions of Envy and 
Competition, it enabled him to gain the mof 
Vain and Iimpraéticable into his Defigns, and 
to bring about feveral great Events for the Safe 
ty and Advantage of the Publick, which mut 
have died in their Birth, had he been as defirous 
of appearing Beneficial to Mankind, as of be- 
ing fo. 

As he was admitted into the fecret and moft 
retired Thoughts and Counfels of his Royal 
Mafter King William, a great Share in the Plan 
of the Proteftant Succefiion is univerfally af- 
cribed to him. And if he did not entirely pro- 
je& the Union of the two Kingdoms, and the 
Bill of Regency, which feem to have been the 
only Methods in Humane Policy, for fecuring 
to us fo ineftimable a Bleffing, there is none 
who will deny him to have been the chief Con- 
duétor in both thefe glorious Works. For Po- 
fterity are obliged to allow him that Praife al- 
ter his Death, which he induftrioufly declined 
while he was Living. His Life indeed teems 
to have been’ prolonged beyond its Natural 
‘Term, under thofe Indifpofitions which hung 
upon the latter part of it, that he might have 
the Satisfa€tion of feeing the happy Sctilement 
take Place, which he had propofed to him(elf 
as the principal End of all his publick Labours. 
Nor was it a fmall Addition to his Happinels, 
that by this Means he faw thofe who had been 
always his moft intimate Friends, and who had 
concer ted with him fuch Meafures for the Gua- 
ranty of the Proteftant Succeffion, as drew Up- 
on them the Difpleafure of Men who were a- 
verfe to it, advanced to the higheft Potts of 
Truft and Honour under His prefent nc 
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I’believe there are none of thefe Patriots, who 
will think it a Derogation from their Merit to 
have it faid, that they received many Lights and 
Advantages from their Intimacy with my Lord 
Somers: Who had fuch a general Knowledge of 
Affairs, and fo tender a Concern for his Friends, 
that whatever Station they were in, they ufual- 
ly applied to him for his Advice in every Per- 
plexity of Bufinefs, and in Affairs of the greateft 
Difficulty. 

His Life, was in every Part of it, fet off with 
that graceful Modefty and Referve, which made 
his Virtues more beautiful, the more they were 
caft in fuch agreeable Shades, | 

His Religion was fincere,, not oftentatious ; 
and fuch as infpired him with an univerfal Be- 
nevolence towards all his. Fellow - Subjects, 
not with Bitternefs againft any Part of them. 
He fhewed his firm Adherence to it as model’d 
by our national Conftitution, and was conftant. 
toits Offices of Devotion, both in Publick and 
in his Family. He appeared a Champion for it 
with great Reputation in the Caufe of the feven 
Bithops, at a Time when the Church was Real- 
lyin Danger. To which we may add, that he 
held a ftri&t Friendthip aud Correfpondence 
with the Great Archbifhop Téllotfon, being acted 
by the fame Spirit of Candor and Moderation ; 
and moved rather with Pity. than. Indignation 
towards the Perfons of thofe, who differed from 
him in the uneffential Parts of Chriftianity. 

His great Humanity appeared in the minuteft 
Circumftances of his Converfation. Youfound 
itin the Benevolence of -his Afpe&t, the Com- 
placency of his Behaviour, and the Tone of his 
Voice. His great Application to the feverer 
Studies of the Law, had not infected his Tem- 

Ls per 











226 The Free-Ho.rpegr. 


per with any thing pofitive or litigious. Hedid 
not know what it was to wrangle on indifferent 
Points, to triumph in the Supetiority of his 
Underftanding, or to be Supercilious on the 
Side of Truth. He joined the greateft Delica- 
cy of Good-Breeding to the greateft Strength of 
Reafon. By approving the Sentiments of'a 
Perfon, with whom he converfed, in fuch Par- 
ticulars as wete juft, he won him over from 
thofe Points in which hé was miftaken ; and had 
fo agreeable a Way of conveying Knowledge, 
that whoever conferred with him grew the wi- 
fer, without perceiving that he had been in- 
ftruéted. We may probably afcribe to this ma- 
fterly and engaging Manner of Converfation, 
the great Efteem which he had gained with the 
late Queen, while fhe purfued thofe Meafures 
which had carried the Britifo Nation to the 
higheft Pitch of Glory ; notwithftanding fhe had 
entertained many unreafonable Prejudices againft 
him, before fhe was acquainted with his perfo- 
nal Worth and Behaviour. 

As in his political Capacity we have before 
feen how much he contributed to the Eftablith- 
ment of the Proteftant Intereft, and the Good 
of his Native Countrey, he was always true to 
thefe great Ends. His Charaéter was uniform 
and confiftent with itfelf, and his whole Con- 
dua of a Piece. His Principles were founded 
in Reafon, and fupported by Virtue; and there- 
fore did not lie at the Mercy of Ambition, A- 
varice, or Refentment. His Notions were 00 
lefs fteady and unfhaken, than juft and upright. 
Jn a Word, he concluded his Courfe among the 


fame well-chofen Friendfhips and Alliances, 
with which he began it. 


This 
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This Great Man was not more Confpicuous 
as a Patriot and a Statefman, than as a Pcrfon of 
univerfal Knowledge and Learning. As by di- 
viding his Time between the publick Scenes 
of Bufinefs, and the private Retirements of Life, 
he took care to keep up both the Great and 
Good Man; fo by the fame Means he accom- 
plithed himfelf not only in the Knowledge of 
Men and Things, but in the Skill of the moft 
tefined Arts and Sciences. That unwearied Di- 
ligence, which followed him through all the 
Stages of his Lite, gave him fuch a thorough 
Infight into the Laws of the Land, that he paf- 
fed for one of the greateft Mafters of his Pro- 
fefion, at his firft Appearance in it. Though 
he made a regular Progrefs through the feveral 
Honours of the Long Robe, he was always 
looked upon as one who deferved a Superior 
Station to that he was poffeffed of; till he ar- 
rived at the higheft Dignity to which thofe Stu- 
dies could advance him. 

He enjoyed in the higheft Perfection two Ta- 
lents, which do not often meet in the fame Per- 
fon, the greateft Strength of good Senfe, and 
the moft exquifite Tafte of Politenefs.. With- 
out the firlt, Learning is but an Incumbrance ; 


and Without the laft, is ungraceful. My Lord: 


Somers was Mafter of thefe two Qualifications. 
in fo eminent a Degree, that all the Parts of 
Knowledge appeared in him with fuch an addi- 
tional Strength and Beauty, as they want in the 
Pofleffion of others. If he delivered his Opini- 


on of 1 Piece of Poetry, a Statue, or a Picture, . 


there was fomething fo juft and delicate in his 
Obferyations, as naturally produced Pleafure: 
and Affent in thofe who heard him.. 


L6. His. 

































=> SS 
Sa ee 


~—<— 


a 
suet neato Seen ¢ 


= 
eS 


ber me 


se TH ann a 
res mee Oe 


i i> ao 
Se eae 


oe , =z 2 . 
. a a aes 2 er pe * 
_ ae = — ~ 2 = — 
re 
aan © ee tin ? Oe — 


os 
re pate el al 


Ps 
= — 
=r 








228 The Free-Ho per: 


His Solidity and Elegance, improved by the 
reading of the fineft Authors both of the Learn. 
ed and Modern Languages, difcovered itfelf in 
all his Produ&ions. His Oratory was mafcu- 
line and perfuafive, free from every thing tri- 
vial and affected. His Style in Writing was 
chafte and pure, bnt at the fame time full of 
Spirit and Politenefs ; and fit to convey the 
mott intricate Bufinefs to the Underftanding of 
the Reader, with the utmoft Clearnefs and Per- 
{picuity. And here it is to be lamented, that 
this extraordinary Perfon, out of his natural 
Averfion to Vain-glory, wrote feveral Pieces 
as well as performed feveral Aétions, whichhe 
did not aflume the Honour of: Though at the 
fame time fo many Works of this Nature have 
appeared, which every one has afcribed to him, 
that I believe no Author of the greateft Emi- 
nence would deny my Lord Somers to have 
been the beft Writer of the Age in which he 
lived. 

This noble Lord, for the great Extent of his 
Knowledge and Capacity, has been often com- 
pared with the Lord Verulam, who had alfo 
been Chancellor of Exgland. But the Condu 
of thefe two extraordinary Perfons, under the 
fame Circumftances, was vatftly different. They 
were both Impeached by a Houfe of Commons. 
One of them, as le had given juft Occafion 
for it, funk under it; and was reduced to fuch 
an abje& Submiffion, as very much diminifhed 
the Luftre of fo exalted a Character: But my 
Lord Somers was too well fortified in his Inte- 
grity to fear the Impotence of an Attempt upon 
his Reputation; andthough his Accufers would 


ewe have dropped their Impeachment, he was 
12 


ant with them for the Profecution of it, and 
would 





